
Note-able News 
STHS Band Program Weekly Newsletter 

Monday 3/23/2020 –  Sunday 3/29/2020 
 

Google Classroom: 
 

All students are expected to go on to Google Classroom and sign up for their designated ensembles. 
Google Classroom will have many valuable resources for our students, especially during this time. Since 
we are not currently able to assign new work, these resources will help our students practice and guide 
them through music pieces that were assigned before break. I will also upload other valuable resources 
that will help our students during this time as well. Keep in mind that this work will not be graded. This can 
change, depending on the directive from our Superintendent once we receive further details with school 
closures.  
 
Google Classroom Class Codes: 
Website: https://classroom.google.com/ 
Concert Band: jjcqqzl 
Symphonic Band: atjybtw 
Wind Ensemble: gohlv23 
Jazz Band 1: 7qraszj 
Jazz Band 2: rgb6hax 
 
You may also find the audition materials and instructions for our 2020-2021 Wind Ensemble and Jazz 
Band 1 on Google Classroom. Reach out to me at sanchezra@esuhsd.org if you have any questions.  
 

 
SmartMusic: 

 
SmartMusic has generously offered their system for FREE during this COVID-19 outbreak. Since this 
would normally cost our program thousands of dollars, we will take advantage of this FREE resource. I 
have included some of our pieces, and included pieces that I am planning to add (if we return to school). 
There are DETAILED instructions on Google Classroom during this time. This is an optional resource for 
you during this time and I HIGHLY encourage that you use it. My goal is to purchase SmartMusic for our 
program next year. 
 
Website: https://www.smartmusic.com/ 
Concert Band: JPGNT-N34XQ 
Symphonic Band: MWUCR-MQAJU 
Wind Ensemble: CP64Y-ENHEP 
Jazz Band 1: 4EG4K-DKG2E 
Jazz Band 2: UN2JF-U7V6C 

 
Creating an account: 
https://smartmusic.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360026372293-Creating-an-account-and-joining-a-clas
s 
What is SmartMusic? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TU3-idBL76U 
 
Check Google Classroom for detailed information on Smart Music.  
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Wind Ensemble Auditions: (FOR NEW AND RETURNING STUDENTS) 

 
Wind Ensemble Auditions are scheduled for the week of April 13-17th, either in person (Option A if school 
is in session) or through video (Option B if we remain at home, submitted through Google Classroom, 
depending if we go back to school or not). 
 
If we do not return by the auditions, then we will omit the sight-reading portion of the auditions. 
 
Option A: In-person: Break, Tutorial, Lunch, and after school (if we return to school). Scales will be 
submitted through video 
Option B: If school is out: You must submit a video by April 17th (more details will be sent closer to the 
date if this is our only option) 
 
Check Google Classroom for full details and Audition Materials! I encourage all returning students to 
audition! 
 

 
Jazz Band 1 Auditions:(FOR NEW AND RETURNING STUDENTS) 

 
Jazz Band 1  Auditions are scheduled for the week of April 20-24th, either in person (Option A if school is 
in session) or through video (Option B if we remain at home, submitted through Google Classroom, 
depending if we go back to school or not). 
 
Option A: In-person: Class periods: Jazz Band 1, Jazz Band 2, and after school (if we return to school). 
Option B: If school is out: You must submit a video by April 20th (more details will be sent closer to the 
date if this is our only option) 
 
Check Google Classroom for full details and Audition Materials! I encourage all returning students to 
audition! 
 
Thanks for your interest in auditioning for the Santa Teresa High School Jazz Band 1! It is a top notch, 
awe inspiring experience to work with this group. Please read this entire page very carefully so you fully 
understand what instrumentation is accepted, eligibility requirements, and audition criteria. 
 
Spots available for the 2020-2021 school year: 2-3 Saxophones, 1 guitar, 1-2 drum set, percussion, 1-2 
trombones, 2-3 trumpets. Auditions will be held during the week of April 20-24th. More information on 
signing up for an audition is found below. 
 
INSTRUMENTATION 
2 Alto sax, 2 Tenor Sax, 1-2 Baritone Sax, 4-5 Trumpets, 4-5 Trombones, 1-2 piano, 2 bass, 1 guitar, 1-2 
drumset, Percussion 
 
We do not double parts with the exception of the rhythm section (we take two of drums, piano, guitar, and 
bass). 
 
Eligibility 
 
You must be co-enrolled in an STHS concert band in order to be eligible for Jazz Band 1(case-by-case 
basis as well if you're in a specific pathway). You must also have 1 year experience in an STHS Concert 
Band or Guitar class. This means incoming freshmen are not eligible to audition for Jazz Band EXCEPT if 
there is an anticipated shortage of auditions in a required or doubled area. 

https://classroom.google.com/


A student must be enrolled in an STHS music performance course (such as Jazz Band 2, Concert Band, 
Symphonic Band, Wind Ensemble, Guitar, or Marching Band) or in a middle school performance class 
(freshmen only if you are an instrument in a shortage area) at the time of audition. 
 
If a student does not make Jazz Band 1, they may join our Jazz Band 2. This ensemble will start after Fall 
Break. 
 
If you make Jazz Band, you will have 2 days from being notified of your intent to enroll. You are taking the 
seat from other students who also auditioned, and only you play your part in the band. If you run into a 
scheduling conflict and have to choose between Jazz Band and another course, you must choose Jazz 
Band. Do not audition if you think there is any possibility you might not be able to take the course. 
 
Full Audition Requirements and Audition Material is available on Google Classroom. 
  

 
2020-2021 Marching Band Student Leadership Team Auditions/Interviews: 

 
I will send out details later this week regarding the following Marching Band Leadership Positions.There 
will be a playing test (conducting for Drum Major Applicants), marching/visual test, formal interview, and 
you must submit: 1.) Resume. 2.) Activity Sheet. 3) Personal statement on why you want to be a 
2020-2021 Leader.  
 
Open Positions: 
3 Drum Majors (one might be a musician/conductor, depending on the size of band and solos) 
2 Flute Section Leaders 
1 Clarinet Section Leader 
1-2 Saxophone Section Leaders 
1 Mellophone Section Leader 
2 Trumpet Section Leaders 
1-2 Low Brass Section Leaders 
1 Front Ensemble Section Leader 
1 Battery Captain 
2-3 Color Guard Captains/Co-Captains 
 
Once I have these details finalized, then I will send out an e-mail with all details. 
 

 
Spring Musical: 

 
As of today, the Spring Musical is still on. I will update everyone on any new details once I find out from 
Mr. Reed. Please practice your music.  
I am also in need of a FLUTE player. Please contact me if you're interested at sanchezra@esuhsd.org 

 
 

Tabard Theatre: Jazz Band UPDATE 
 

The May 15th performance at the Tabard Theater is still scheduled, as of today. Since they will only allow 
50 spectators now, Jazz Band 2 will no longer perform at this concert. Spectator tickets will be sold to 
senior students and their families first, then sold to everyone else after they get priority. Jazz Band 1, 
Orange Ensemble, and Blue Ensemble will be performing for this performance. I apologize for any 
changes, but this is the directive sent to me by the Tabard Theater.  
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Music Marathon - POSTPONED 
 

Pulled Pork for sale! 

Since the Music Marathon was cancelled/postponed, we find ourselves with quite a bit of pulled pork on 
our hands.  The pulled pork was bagged in ziplock bags of approximately 4 lb of meat per bag and frozen 
the day of the cancelled event.  We have 3 remaining bags available for purchase at $20/bag.  If you are 
interested, please send an email to president@600building.com. 

 

STMAA Board Meeting - Tuesday,  April 14  
7:00-9:00 pm, location TBD 

 
All band parents are welcome to attend the board meeting to hear of all the latest happenings within the 
band program.  We have many board and committee positions open for the 2020-2021 school year.  We 
will be voting on the following board positions at the at the April and May STMAA Board Meetings: 
 
Treasurer Financial Secretary 
Communications Director Volunteer Director 
Fundraising Director Member at Large 
 
Other non-voting positions available: 
Food Chair/Committee Equipment Chair/Committee 
Music Marathon Chair/Committee Pledge Parties Committee 
Jazz Cafe Chair Spirit Book Chair 
 
We hope you can attend! 
 
 

2019-2020 Ensemble CONTRIBUTIONS: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q7R9muI7EeZAp_Ha9FNkce9ICg6bIJ3S/view?usp=drivesdk 
 
This is a friendly reminder that contributions for the following ensembles (Jazz Band 1, Jazz Band 2, and 
Wind Ensemble) are due tomorrow, per the 2019-20 STMAA CCV Form (attached as a reference) that 
was distributed during the beginning of the school year. Read below for the other ensembles (Winter 
Guard, Marching Band, Concert Band, and Symphonic Band) 
 
Due January 31, 2020 
Wind Ensemble: $150 
Jazz Band 1: $200  
Jazz Band 2: $125  
---------------------------------------- 
Winter Guard: $500 (we've received around 47% of requested contributions, need the rest to pay for the 
2nd half of the season) 
Installment Plan: (listed on the Commitment Contract) 
Dec. 20th, 2019 -: $100.00 
Jan. 10th , 2020 - $150.00 
Feb. 14th, 2020 - $150.00 
March 13th, 2020 - $100.00 
------------------------------------------ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q7R9muI7EeZAp_Ha9FNkce9ICg6bIJ3S/view?usp=drivesdk


The following contributions for these ensembles were due on November 1, 2019: 
Concert Band: $125  
Symphonic Band: $125  
------------------------------------------- 
Marching Band: $900/$950(CG)  
 
You may pay online, exact cash, or with check/money order payable to STMAA 
 
If you're facing any financial hardship, please feel free to reach out to any of our Board members. Our 
music program is open for all students, regardless of any financial situations. 
 
These are tax deductible, since STMAA is a 501 c(3) non-profit organization. 
 
If you have any questions, you may contact our STMAA Treasurer Tracy Hemmeter at 
1stmaatreasurer@gmail.com 
 
Contribution Update of Percentages as of 3/8/2020: 

 
 

Communications…  Who should I contact? 
 

Mr. Sanchez has been receiving a lot of emails/texts with questions that should be addressed to a 
member of the STMAA Board.  He is very busy teaching our students, so please only direct questions to 
him about Class and Students.  
 
Any other questions, for example:  Contributions, Events, Website, Newsletters, Fundraisers, etc., please 
contact the STMAA Board.  For contact information, please go to: 
https://santateresamusic.com/stmaa-board/ 
 
 

Wind Ensemble/Symphonic Band/Concert Band Performance Schedule: 
TBD… stay tuned 
 

Jazz Band 1 Performance Schedule: (Orange and Blue Combos as well) 
5/15/20:  Jazz Concert at the Tabard Theater (carpool) 
Please see note from Mr. Sanchez above regarding changes to Tabard Theater performance. 
 
 
Winter Guard Performance Schedule: 
Cancelled 
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Saxophone Ensemble: TBD 
Saxophone Ensemble is taught by Mr. Ricardo Martinez (MM from Indiana University in Bloomington). 
Rehearsals are TBD. Saxophone Ensemble will perform at our Annual Music Marathon on March 6th and 
Spring Concert. 
 
Bio: 
https://www.pacific.edu/academics/schools-and-colleges/conservatory-of-music/faculty-and-administration
/ricardo-martinez.html 
 

Brass Ensemble: TBD 
We meet TBD. Nick Petoyan teaches Brass Ensemble. Brass Ensemble will perform at our Annual Music 
Marathon and Spring Concert 
 
This ensemble is open to ALL students from Concert Band, Symphonic Band, and Wind Ensemble! 
Instruments: Trumpets, F Horns, Trombones, Euphoniums, and Tubas! 
 
This is a GREAT way to play in an ensemble that’s ONLY brass! 
 

Clarinet Choir: TBD 
Clarinet is taught by Mr. Ramiro Sanchez. Rehearsals are TBDl. Clarinet Choir will perform at our Annual 
Music Marathon on March 6th and Spring Concert. 
 
Instruments: E-flat clarinet, B-flat clarinet, E-flat Alto Clarinet, B-flat bass clarinet, E-flat contralto Clarinet. 
This ensemble is open to all clarinetists from ALL BANDS! 
 

Winter Guard 
TBD 
 

Shopping at Amazon? 
 
You can help the band program while doing your holiday shopping at Amazon! 
 
Use this link (www.smile.amazon.com) from now on whenever you are shopping at Amazon from the 
web browser on your computer or mobile device. 
 
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 
Yes, you can use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, wish list, 
wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same. 
  
How do I select STMAA to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? 
On your first visit to “AmazonSmile” select (Santa Teresa Music and Arts, 6150 Snell Ave., San Jose, CA 
95123) as your charitable organization to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin 
shopping. Amazon will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at 
smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. 
  
Go to https://smile.amazon.com/about for full details.  
 
A summary of all our opportunities to earn free money for STMAA check out this link. 
 
 

https://www.pacific.edu/academics/schools-and-colleges/conservatory-of-music/faculty-and-administration/ricardo-martinez.html
https://www.pacific.edu/academics/schools-and-colleges/conservatory-of-music/faculty-and-administration/ricardo-martinez.html
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/about
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1GRSuTwgtetYvi-k2iBodHRnl3ZkOUWcu


Can I Get a Hand Here? (Volunteer Links) 

Pledge Parties 
Sign up on ivolunteer https://stmaa.ivolunteer.com/#3  
or by contacting Trudi & Ria at pledgeparty@600building.com 
 
 
VARSITY LETTER PROGRAM:  
This is the link to detailed information.  
STMAA 19-20 Varsity Letter Points 
 
 

Mr. Sanchez Classroom Wish List 
* Colored Paper * Disinfectant Wipes 
* Hand Sanitizer * Kleenex  
* White Paper (11x17) * Wood Pencils 
 
 
 

On the Horizon (Upcoming) 

 

Music Marathon Planning Meetings 
 
Postponed, please stay tuned 
Recap meeting: 4/21 tbd 
Meetings are 7–8:30 pm at 210 Bahia Ct, SJ 95119 
 

 
What, When, Who, How (Additional Information) 
 
Stay Informed, Stay Connected – Link to: 
 
Band Website Weekly Newsletters 
Band Calendar i-Volunteer 
Board and Committee Chair Members Fundraising 
Board Meeting Minutes Payment Options 
Charms Access Remind Text Message System 
ESUHSD Calendar Varsity Letter Program 
Facebook, Instagram, YouTube  
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STMAA 
The STMAA (Santa Teresa Music & Arts Association) is a non-profit organization staffed 
completely by volunteer STHS band and color guard family members. Every band & guard 
member's family automatically becomes a member of the STMAA. With a few exceptions, all 
the benefits the band students enjoy throughout the school year are made possible by STMAA 
member's offerings of time, talent, and financial contributions. We appreciate and need your 
help throughout the entire year. 
 
Questions or comments? Please allow 24 hours for a response as many of our STMAA board 
members work full-time jobs. 
https://santateresamusic.com/stmaa-board/ 
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