
 

 

The Santa Teresa High School Band  
serves over 200 students by offering three concert bands, multiple 
jazz bands, a marching band, pep band, color guard, jazz combos, 
and a variety of  chamber ensembles that are open to the  
students of  Santa Teresa High School.  
The STHS Bands are directed by Mr. Ramiro Sanchez. 

How does band work in high school? 
In high school we have three general types of bands; 
Concert Bands,  Jazz Bands, and Marching Band.  

 
At Santa Teresa, each 
9th grader takes a 
band class called 
Concert Band (it’s 
both the kind of band 
and the name of that 
class). That is the stu-
dent’s band class dur-
ing the school day. 

Students may choose to register for Marching Band, 
which takes place after school during first semester. 
At the end of first semester students may audition for 
an after school Jazz Band that is open to students 
(through an audition) in grades 9-12.  Students will 
register for Concert Band on Naviance and register 
for Marching Band with Mr. Sanchez.  
 
After the student’s 9th grade year, he or she will  
either continue on to Symphonic Band or Wind  
Ensemble (by audition only). Each spring we hold 
auditions for our Wind Ensemble and top Jazz Band 
(taught as a class during the school day). 9th graders 
are able to audition for both of these groups for their 
sophomore year.  

Marching Band and Color Guard 
Marching Band and Color Guard (MBCG) is a  
voluntary band that all students can join. Students 
receive 5 units of Performing Arts credit for this fall-
only class.  
 
MBCG season begins with a band camp held 1-2 
weeks before school starts in which we teach the  
students the basics of 
marching and how to 
perform the band show. 
It is very similar to 
sports “daily doubles” 
practice system.  
 
MBCG practices after 
school on Mondays, 
Thursdays, and a few Saturdays from August to the 
week before Thanksgiving. The Marching Band and 
Color Guard performs at Santa Teresa home football 
games on Friday nights and at marching band  
competitions on Saturdays.  
 
The MBCG Band season culminates with the  
Western Band Association Grand Championships, 
usually held in central California. The band spends  
two days traveling and competing with bands from 
all over the Southwest. 
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Jazz Bands  
9th grade students 
may audition for 
Jazz Band II  at the 
end of first semes-
ter. Members of 
the Jazz Band re-
ceive 5 units of 
Performing Arts 

credit as a class. Each band meets two days a week 
after school during second semester. Both of our after 
school jazz bands attend festivals throughout second 
semester and perform at a spring jazz concert.  

Freshmen can also join our jazz combo program. The 
jazz combos are small group jazz ensembles (each 
typically between a trio and an octet sized group) that 
focuses more on the creation of arrangements for the 
group and developing improvisational skills. These 
jazz combos are guided by an instructor, but require 
more motivation from the students. The groups meet 
once a week for an hour and also attend festivals and 
perform at jazz events. Mr. Sanchez oversees the  
entire jazz program, assisted by various instructors 
who helps with the after school groups.  

School Instruments 
Santa Teresa has a very limited 
supply of school instruments. 
Large instruments are more availa-
ble than smaller instruments. If 
you play one of the more popular 
instruments (like clarinets, flutes, 
alto saxophones, or trumpets), you 
are encouraged to rent or purchase 
an instrument on your own.  

Students who play percussion, 
string bass, tuba, euphonium, ten-
or saxophone, baritone saxophone, 
or bass clarinet may check out a 
school instrument. In some cases, 
students may have to share school 
instruments. In every case, we 
work closely with the student to 
make sure that he or she has an 
adequate instrument to play for 
band class.  

Communication 
Members of such an active organi-
zation know that communication 
is key to the program’s success. 
We use a tool called Charms to 
send emails, share files, keep the 
band program calendar, and man-
age students’ information and fi-
nances. Parents can view their stu-
dents information at any time 
through Charms. 

In addition,  we have a website, 
www.santateresamusic.com, vari-
ous Facebook groups and other 
tools. 

Mr. Sanchez also uses schoolloop 
to post grades and assignments. 
The best way to reach Mr. 
Sanchez is by email at  
sanchezra@esuhsd.org 

Band as a Class 
Since nearly all the band classes at 
Santa Teresa are offered for credit 
(with exception of small ensem-
bles like flute choir or jazz combo) 
the student’s participation at re-
hearsals and concerts is critical.  
 
Students are not graded on “how 
good they are” but on their pro-
gress and participation. Therefore, 
attendance during school day and 
after school rehearsals and con-
certs is essential to the student’s 
success in our band program. It is 
important that a student’s parents 
regularly communicate with Mr. 
Sanchez in advance about poten-
tial conflicts and absences.  



 

 

STMAA  
The Santa Teresa Music & Arts Association is a 501(c)3 non-profit public benefit 
corporation created by parents to promote, develop, and support participation in 
music education and other performing arts in the Santa Teresa HS community.  

 

What does STMAA do?  
We work in partnership with the school to create opportunities for our 
students to perform in band and choral festivals, marching band and 
color guard competitions, and other musical venues. STMAA supports 
all instrumental music at Santa Teresa High School. The school budget 
provides our fine classroom teachers but almost everything else re-
quired to support these programs is provided by STMAA. If you have a 
student enrolled in any music class at Santa Teresa, you are automati-
cally a member of STMAA. 

 

 

Volunteer Participation 
Volunteer participation and fundraising are absolutely essential in order 
to make these programs available to our students.  Involvement in 
STMAA activities is a great way to meet other parents and students and 
to find out what’s happening around school. Volunteer opportunities 
are advertised via Charms and email and on our website at 
www.santateresamusic.com. Volunteers can sign up online and will re-
ceive reminders about their events.  

 

 

Board Meetings 
STMAA board meetings are usually held the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7pm in the band room. Meetings are open to any interested 
person. Please check the band calendar for possible changes to meeting 
times, locations, or dates.  



 

 

Expenses, Fundraising, & Accounts 
Santa Teresa High School and East Side Union High School District provide basic support to our band program. No pub-
lic school in the nation can afford to fund a comprehensive band program without significant fundraising efforts. Since the 
financial investment to maintain the level of excellence in our band program is great, STMAA must supplement the sup-
port of our band program. Fundraising events are scheduled and organized throughout the year by STMAA to help our 
band program maintain the high level of success that we are beginning to enjoy and to help offset the costs of our band 
activities, both on an individual and group basis.  
 
To assist the students, STMAA maintains individual student band accounts where the proceeds from fundraising or dona-
tions are placed. Funds in your band account help defray any costs related to participation in the band program. These 
may include band expense donations, optional band trips, band shoes, musical equipment, and any other costs related to 
band. Through out the year, students will be given the opportunity to take part in organized fundraising activities to help 
defray the costs of music activities and band expenses. Some fundraisers will benefit the General Band Fund and some 
will be designated for Individual Student Band Accounts. All remaining money in the student’s account at the end of the 
school year automatically rolls over to the next year.  
 
If a band family experiences financial difficulty, the family should notify either the band director or 
an STMAA board member immediately. Such cases will be treated in strict confidence. Fundraisers 
and payment plans are available to ensure that all students who wish to participate in the Santa  
Teresa band program will be given the opportunity to do so. Regardless of financial hardship, it is 
everyone’s responsibility as members of this band program to assist in contributing to the financial 
success of this organization. If we do not meet our financial obligations, the program will be forced 
to reduce its services, greatly impacting the music education the students receive. Every little bit 
that we do helps! 

Band Parent Obligations 
STMAA works with Mr. Sanchez to create a budget each year that is an estimate of the necessary operating expenses for 
the following school year and the expected profits from planned general fund fundraisers. In our current financial situa-
tion, a shortfall always exists between these two figures. It is the responsibility of all participating band members and par-
ents to contribute to the alleviation of this budget deficit. This shortfall is met through successful completion of individual 
fundraising programs provided by STMAA and direct donations. Everyone must work together to raise their fair monetary 
share to keep our program successful.  

This music program would not be able to function at the level it currently does without a wide volunteer base. We ask that 
every family contribute to the organization through some form of volunteering. Information regarding volunteering is 
available through STMAA. ABSOLUTELY NO EXPERIENCE IS REQUIRED TO VOLUNTEER. Volunteer opportuni-
ties range from chaperoning to prop building; coordinating fundraising to web design. If you have a particular skill or re-
source that you would like to contribute to our organization, please suggest it to us! As the saying goes, “many hands 
make light work” and as a member of the band’s parent volunteers, you will be part of a team critical to the band’s  
success and growth. 

Band Member Donations  
In order for the Santa Teresa Band Program to exist in the capacity that it currently does, each member is asked to contrib-
ute their share to the Santa Teresa Music & Arts Association. Students and families may fundraise their donation, pay 
them in full, or a combination of both. Payment plans are available. The STMAA board will work with any family in any 
situation to assist with coming up with each member’s fair share. These monies assist with the purchase of music, school 
instrument repair, classroom supplies, clinicians and additional staff, festival entry fees, and festival travel. Detailed ex-
pense and fundraising information is available through STMAA, and a detailed budget is always available upon request 
at: Treasurer@600building.com 
 
No student can or will be denied entry into the band program based on their financial situation. 

 

 www.santateresamusic.com 


